GRINDON PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY 3rd NOVEMBER 2025 HELD IN GRINDON VILLAGE HALL

The Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

1. Present: Councillors Garratt (NG), Morrell (AM), Stanish (SS),Nutter (GN),
Firman(AF), Pailthorpe (JP), Machin (LM) Clerk C Stanish (CAS)

2. Apologies: None
3. Declaration of Interest None

4 Minutes of the previous meeting held on 1st September 2025 reviewed and signed by
Chair NG.

5. Planning - there was nothing on the agenda but earlier today CAS had received an
email from the PDNPA regarding an appeal NP/SM/0425/0397 Ryebrook,Martinslowe
Lane Ford. This was discussed, the councillors didn’t think they had been involved with
this application ( having had no objection to a previous application). It was agreed that
CAS would write to say the council had no objection to this planning.

6. Business outstanding from last meeting
6.1 Best Kept Village Competition - Grindon won the BKVC North Staffordshire Small
Village category. CAS showed off the trophy which is now housed in the village hall.
There is a prize of £5600 which has been applied for. The feedback was looked at and
noted that marks were deducted for no website or social media links. NG offered to put
things on Grindon Facebook page as it is rarely used. A round of applause for SS & AF
for all their hard work with the mowing of the village was instigated by GN.
CAS said there were other categories that could be entered in the competition. Charlie
from Townend had been runner up in his category and won a prize.
It was agreed to enter again next year.
6,2 Memorial plaque - The plaque has been bought and the stone has been fixed in
position. There will be a small ceremony on Tuesday 11th November, Remembrance
Day, with a two minute silence and unveiling of the memorial by a serving member of
the armed forces from Grindon and laying of a wreath. SS will read out the names of
those who served from Grindon in WWI. CAS has purchased the wreath and everyone
agreed for her to buy tea & biscuits for the gathering afterwards in the village hall.
6.3 Nature in your neighbourhood and other environmental issues.

e JP reported that yet another survey had been done with the Nature in your

neighbourhood team.
e Kath from the Wildlife Trust had contacted JP to see if we would like some sort of
art, a noticeboard or a sculpture but needed an answer by the end of October. As



we had no meeting in October, JP had said yes but had no further update. NG

suggested a hedgehog sculpture would be appropriate.

The dead hedge had been completed.

It was agreed that JP could look in to purchasing a rake suitable to use in the

pond. There was a discussion about the base of the pond. GN said it hasn’t got a

lining.

e There will be a chance to get some free trees in February.

6.4 Benches- The 3 benches have arrived but it needs the right weather to pour the
concrete bases. SS to put a bench together and then make the shuttering for the bases.
LM will organise the concrete when it is needed as he has the right equipment.
6.5 Feedback from Highways - NG, AM & CAS had walked round the village with the
man from the highways department. The costs for any signage will fall on the village as
the fund the county councillor had, has been used for other projects. Highways will look
at the visibility of the sign at the top of the village and may cut back the foliage to make
it more visible. LM highlighted other areas where hedges are impeding vehicles and it
was agreed that these could be cut back.
There used to be a small parking sign on a bollard at the play area to help visitors find
the car park. It was agreed for CAS to look at purchasing one to put back here.

7.Correspondence - Land Registry - Finally the land registry for the village hall has been
changed and a copy received. This has cost £20. The village hall committee has been
emailed with the document attached.

8.Environmental upgrades and maintenance of septic tank issues - AF has been
involved in this issue. The septic tank for the Church Avenue houses is owned by
Moorland Trust who have not been maintaining this adequately. As a consequence, this
has been overflowing which is not acceptable. Sean Sims from the Environmental Office
has got involved and the tank has now been emptied and has a maintenance contract.
Hopefully this will solve the issues.

9. Finance- AM presented the monthly bank statement. Finances are good. The
lengthsman money, the precept and the money from the Leadenboot has been
received.

10 Jonathan Kempster was expected at 8.15pm but his previous meetings overran and
therefore he was unable to attend.

Website: www.grindonpc.co.uk
Email: clerk@grindonparishcoucil.gov.uk

The next meeting will be Monday 1st December 2025
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