
 

Grindon Best Kept Village Competition 
 

Bulb planting in Autumn 

Grindon is a small village on the edge of the Peak District National Park nestling in the 

Staffordshire moorlands. 

There are very few facilities in Grindon, no shop and no pub but the residents are all happy 

to live in such a beautiful peaceful village ,that they don’t mind. They do have a lovely big 

church and a very active Village Hall. 

 

 



 
 

Grindon residents pull together in order to overcome whatever problems there may be and 

everyone helps out where they can. The village used to have a lengthsman but this became 

too costly for the parish council to finance, so some of the councillors mow all the village 

grass alongside residents who offer their help or adopt an area to keep tidy. The money is 

now used for improvements around the village. 

There are a lot of dog owners and walkers living in Grindon who pick up any litter as they 

walk round the village and take it home with them. No one needs to coordinate this as it's 

just an instinctive act. 

Grindon Parish Council  

Grindon had a Parish Council election in May 2023. This was the catalyst for renewed vigour 

in the area. The council led by example by inviting everyone to a meeting to find out what 

the residents wanted ( or didn’t want) and as a result  they stopped the grazing on the 

village green, so that everyone now has access to use the green all year round. Other things 

followed such as resiting the wooden posts around the play area and staining them with 

the help of the villagers, the staining is an ongoing task. Trees have been planted around 

the green, some of the grass has been left unmown to encourage wildflowers and 

biodiversity, the village pond has been cleared out and some new plants put in. 

In the last year a National Lottery grant has been obtained and new play equipment has 

been purchased for the play area. By the residents removing the old equipment and 

opening up the village hall for the workmen, some of the costs were reduced and so new 

picnic benches were able to be purchased with this money. 

The most recent acquisition has been a defibrillator for the hamlet of Ford, which took 

forever to source due to the position ( no electricity, no sun!! See the newsletter for the full 

story)  

Grindon Village Hall 

This is the most used asset in the village. It is run by the Grindon Village Hall New 

Management Committee. They are a small band of residents who do an absolutely fantastic 

job in organising and promoting events for everyone . 
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Every month there is something organised. There are pub nights where everyone can just 

enjoy a drink and a catch up, sometimes these also include games nights, a quiz or a band. 

There are informative talks such as Alan Salt and his cheesemaking or Barry Holland who 

was the main organiser for all the events and displays to celebrate 300 years of education 

in Grindon, to highlight just a couple. 

Throughout the year there are regular clubs that meet in the village hall. The gardening 

club started in 2023 and runs from March to September. It holds a plant sale once a year 

with the Village Hall committee running a cafe alongside it. Hopefully this year there will be 

a produce competition too. 

The craft club meets every month. It is lovely to see some of the ladies, who have moved 

from the village, still come back to attend the craft club. 

The village is used as a meeting room for the Parish Council and anyone else requiring a 

meeting space. There are lots of parties, especially big birthday celebrations and childrens 

parties ( for the few children in the village). The Young Farmers held one of their 

competitions in Grindon this year and they ate at the Village Hall. 

In the winter, the village hall is open on the first Saturday of the month, so that villagers can 

swap a book or two and from Easter to September, the books go into the bus shelter in the 

village and anyone can swap a book any time they like. There is no charge. 

Grindon Church 

Grindon has a beautiful church and this holds a service every month. They also organise a 

Harvest supper which takes place in the village hall in the Autumn. Every year in February, 

the village comes together at a church service to remember the men who died in a plane 

crash in 1947 whilst trying to drop food to the snowbound village. Sadly, everyone on board 

died. There is a memorial to them on the moors where they crashed. 

Grindon Newsletter 

The newsletter is produced every quarter and is bristling with information and photographs 

of events in Grindon. It is a fantastic informative and entertaining newsletter that is emailed 
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out to everyone in grindon parish that signs up for it and is printed for the few who don’t 

have email access. 

It is collated by Nettie and Hannah who do  a fabulous job collecting and collating all the 

information. 

Other groups  

Grindon Gravy Train. A group of likeminded residents who like to go out for a meal now 

and then. Someone suggests and organises a particular restaurant or pub and then books 

it. Some arrive by Moorlands connect bus and others by car share.  

Grindon Oil Syndicate Pauline and Sue take it in turns to ring all the local oil suppliers 

every month in order to get the best price for the group. They send out an email and 

anyone who wants a delivery, emails back with how much oil they want. This is then sent to 

the preferred supplier ( the cheapest) . It is a lot of work for Sue and Pauline, they have over 

1,000 households now on their list and have had to close it to new members, but it is an 

invaluable service for the village. 

There are small groups such as the group that learned Italian last year and one or two book 

clubs, a group that meets to watch the 6 Nations Rugby and various horse riding groups. 

There is always something to do or get involved with in Grindon. 

Hedgehog Rolling 

This has got to be the highlight of the Grindon Year. Believed to have given Charles 

Dodgson (AKA Lewis Carroll) the idea for his croquet game in Alice in Wonderland, Grindon 

Hedgehog rolling has been taking place for years. It used to be run on the roads but these 

days it takes place on the village green. Anyone can enter the races and there are prizes for 

the winners. There are also various stalls and games including skittles, a bar tent, barbecue 

and the wonderful tea tent with lots of fantastic cakes, some in the shape of hedgehogs. 

There is entertainment from Morris dancers and bands and the day ends with Grindon 

residents versus everyone else at the tug of war. The day takes a lot of organising by the 

village hall committee with help from so many villagers and preparations start almost as 

soon as the previous one has ended. 
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